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This paper focuses on the cultural similarities and differences of Japanese and Chinese 
societies. Both Japan and China are South East Asian countries. As the geography 
suggested, they have influence each other culturally. Japanese and Chinese socities are 
collectivist, family oriented and highly concern about saving. Inspite of the similarities, 
Japanese and Chinese cultures are totally different in many aspects. As both socities are 
considered as collectivist, the expression of collectivism in each country is tottaly different. In 
Japan, the collectivism is charactarized by commitment and loyalty to the firm, and harmony 
and solidity among people. In China, collectivism is charactarized by loyalty and solidity 
among the family members and friends, and it is attached to the quanxi ( networking). The 
guanxi may go beyond the corporate level.  
 
Further,  Japanese society is relatively conservative and preserves their values strictly. This 
can be attributed to its geographical situation. Since Japan is an island country and 
surrounded by the sea, it is pretty difficult for Japanese society to accept and adapt changes 
quickly. There is no heavy interaction with neighbors. On the other hand, the Chinese 
society is more intercultural and relatively flexible to adapt changes. In particular, it was 
evident that in the aftermath of the global financial crisis, the reactions of the both cultures 
were totally different. While Japanese were in silent, the Chinese were trying to seize the 
opportunities from the risk inherited in the financial crisis. Although Japan is located in East, 
the society is assumed to be a part of Western world. As Japan became industrialized, it is a 
question whether or not China will follow the same path when it completes its 
industrialization. 

 

 

You can register for the free seminar by phone (01) 58-92-490, or via e-mail: 

research.seminars@ef.uni-lj.si until Wednesday, 24.04.2013.  
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